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Certificate
POLICE PRE-ACADEMY TRAINING

The Police Pre-Academy Training (PPAT) Certificate is being offered by HGTC in cooperation with the South Carolina Criminal Justice
Academy (SCCJA) in Columbia, SC.

The PPAT certificate is a four (4) course program offered in one semester where candidates will receive the training equivalent to the
first four (4) weeks of the 12-week Basic Law Enforcement Training (BLET) at the SCCJA. Candidates will be receiving training on the
same topics required through the SCCJA and, after successful completion, will receive college credit as well as satisfying the first four
weeks of the 12 weeks of the BLET at SCCJA. Students choosing to do so can transfer the four (4) courses into the HGTC Associate in
Criminal Justice, PPAT Pathway, and possibly to other colleges.

Candidates will have to successfully pass an SCCJA exam after each course for credit. Upon completing the PPAT Certificate,
candidates will seek employment with a city or county law enforcement agency in South Carolina within one year. After gaining
employment with a city or county law enforcement agency, the candidate will be sponsored to the SCCJA for the remaining 8-weeks of
the BLET. Upon acceptance to the BLET at the SCCJA, the candidate will have to pass a cumulative exam based on the PPAT Certificate
courses and satisfy other statewide requirements for admission to the SCCJA, such as a physical agilities course. Upon completing the
BLET at the SCCJA, the candidate will be a certified law enforcement officer in South Carolina.

Scholarships and other financial aid sources are available for tuition and fees. These financial aid sources include South Carolina
Lottery, SCWins, and GEERS. Application for these funds will be available when applying for the Police Pre-Academy Training (PPAT)
Certificate.

Program Information

Specific Admission Requirements for Program

• Criminal Background Check must be satisfactorily completed before students can enroll in any criminal justice
course.

• Criminal Justice Program will deny eligibility for enrolling in a CRJ-prefixed course if an applicant/student has
an arrest and/or conviction for any offense involving violence, moral turpitude, drug violations, misdemeanors
with a sentence of 1 year or more, a felony, or a pattern of offenses that exhibits an absence of trust, honesty,
compliance with the law, and/or appropriate standard of behavior that would prevent placement with a law
enforcement agency.

• Applicant must be 20-years of age or older.

Course Sequence and Progression Requirements
A minimum grade of "C" or better is required for all CRJ-prefixed courses for progression and graduation. Most
Criminal Justice (CRJ) courses are offered only once each year, so following the recommended course sequence is
extremely important.

CURRICULUM SEQUENCE
  Course Title Semester

Credit Hours
CRJ 281 Police Science I 3
CRJ 282 Police Science II 3
CRJ 283 Police Science III 3
CRJ 284 Police Science IV 3
  TOTAL 12
  TOTAL CREDIT HOURS 12

1 HGTC CATALOG/STUDENT HANDBOOK 2023-2024

https://www.hgtc.edu/documents/admissions/general_forms/background-check.pdf

